Understanding Manuscript Families
Original Autograph

4

Copy A Copy B
Variants A1 and A2 Variants B1 and B2
Copy C Copy D Copy E Copy F
Variants A1 and A2 Variants A1 and A2 Variants B1 and B2 Variants B1 and B2
+ Variants C1 and C2 + Variants D1 and D2 + Variants E1 and E2 + Variants F1 and F2
Manuscript Z Manuscript Y
Variants Z1, and B2, E1 Variants Y1, and A1, C2
To which “family” does “Z” belong? To which “family” does “Y” belong?

Given all these variants, would it be possible to know what the original said?
If you had 25 copies from Y and 2 from E, which would you most likely trust?

Earliest Manuscript Comparison Chart

Tacitus' history

Josephus' Wars
Paterculus' Hitory of Rome
Gaius' Institutes

John's Gospel

Matthew

Other N. T. Texts
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